




Vi\.C AVILL 



CALIFORNIA 



w 


,,l ■■ ••"l|; II, ■■■"111, 

1 1- ■• III! u '•• 




III 

1 


II.' ffl 

1 ' 1 ' 
1 i 111 1 


1 iiiif ! 


I'- 
ll"^ 




'"1 'fliil- ■■ 


JiiiiiiiLii iiiM, Tl'iii 


i + 

; 1, 


1 1 1 


1 1 -' ''1^"^^^^^^^ 


m«w 


HnnmmMHHMMM 


lllliiillllilllllllllil lililllll 1 







llllt-- 



Pf ±l.H:Hf W WH:l«:H H.HiW{±MJ:M!ttJ:ti:H:H f t^E«M^^ 






CITY COUNCIL 



Theodore Chancellor , Mayor 



Dr. Roy E. Brown 



K#^^^it 



ife^^ii -^BSP*^ 'S * *: V^HB 



jL 



^- K 






Bert Christopher 



Bert Massing 



John Lorenzo 



PARKS AND RECREATION 



ADVISORY COMMISSION 



Walter Vater , Chairman 



1 l^=" 






.^- t*iH 



1^ 4^:, 



*m: ji 









'4^-'' 



V 



^« 






,uv -i-''<^y^ ^S'^'^ 4 



^:'^i^ 



■■'*i" 



John Arlington , V. Chairman 



George Duke 



William Graham 



Mrs. Faye Knous 



Mrs . Violet Loscher 



Robert Morgan 



CITY MANAGER 



Walter Graham 



A^MT^-. 



^'i^^ia..^ %^ 



^■^^} 




^JV 






£-V^ 



>^^'y^' 



■m v-.; 



t 



..^^^r 



hL<- 



- Ij 



^j* p^mt' ** 






'M' 




W -* 



'Ss^ 



jif**"* 



- ^--. 



DIRECTOR OF RECREATION 



John A. McBride 
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REPORT TO THE CITY OF VA.CAVILLE: 



The City of Vacavllle is currently 
updating its Master Plan. One element of 
this Plan is a study with recommendations 
for the immediate and long-range develop- 
ment of recreation areas for the City. Con- 
sideration has been given to the selection' 
of facilities for Ulatis Creek Park, which 
would be city-wide in appeal and would 
not duplicate facilities ordinarily found 
in neighborhood parks or schoolgrounds. 




SITE LOCA.TION AC A. P 



Vacaville has a great community 
asset in a large area of land held in public 
ownership in the center of the City. Al- 
though such areas are fairly common in the 
Middle West and other parts of the United 
States, a publicly owned central area is 
unusual in most small California cities. 
It is fortunate that the responsible citizens 
of Vacaville recognize this fact and have 
held this land for the development of the 
City's major central park. Because of its 
closeness to the downtown section, high 
quality development of the site will 
greatly enhance the setting for business. 
In turn, the activity of the commercial 
streets can add life and vitality to the 
City's major central parko Every effort 
should be made to integrate these two 
compatible areas by the use of planting 
and easy pedestrian access. 

This Report is a guide to the future 
of this central park. We wish to show how, 
through progressive stages, the City, along 
with dedicated groups, individuals, and 
with grants-in-aid and cooperation from 
other political jurisdictions, can acquire 
the remaining land needed, remove or im- 
prove existing facilities, construct new 
park facilities, and better integrate those 
public and semi-public structures to remain. 
The major land acquisition and site develop- 
ment can be accomplished within a period 
of approximately four years from current 
income. Major building construction to be 
done immediately would probably have to 
depend on long-term financing. 

Although public attention has been 
focused on the development and improve- 
ment of Ulatis Creek, the logical planning 
area of the park is bounded by the major 
streets surrounding the property as a whole. 
With the exception of 1.71 acres currently 
held by the Southern Pacific Railroad along 
East Main Street and three parcels of land 
privately owned along College Street, the 
balance of the 22.01 acres is held in public 
ownership. These public owners are the 
City of Vacaville, Vacaville Unified School 
District, and Vacaville Parking Authority. 
The total land area included in the plan is 
bounded by East Monte Vista Avenue and 
McClellan,East Main, Bernard, Kendal, and 



Dobbins Streets. The site is truly a central 
park, almost totally surrounded by downtown 
commercial and residential areas. 

UIATIS CREEK 

The most outstanding natural feature 
of the site is a stream, which begins its 
course six miles to the northwest of the 
City in the Vaca Mountains o It flows 
through the agricultural lands southeastward 
and enters the park at the East Monte Vista 
Avenue bridge in a deep, wooded ravine. 
It meanders from this northwest corner in a 
generally southeasterly direction and 
leaves the park at the McClellan Street 
bridge in the southeast corner of the property. 
Ulatis Creek is currently in a wild state, the 
sides of its ravine filled with brush and rank, 
growing trees such as native willows, poplars 
and black walnuts. Although the growth 
appears luxuriant, a study of the individual 
trees indicates that most are not in a healthy, 
strong condition. Many are old and rotted, 
and much of the underbrush is sucker growth. 
A good deal of it could be removed in the 
process of grading the creek banks for paths 
and terraces for picnic sites, without loss 
of valuable trees. 

The flow of water in the creek varies 
with the seasons. In summer it is a sluggish, 
tiny stream. Its stream bed drops approxi- 
mately two feet in its entire length through 
the park. After heavy rains in winter, the 
water rises to a depth of over fifteen feet. 
It has never been known to overflow its 
banks or to cause damage to property. No 
obstructions should be placed in the stream 
bed to block its flow in the rainy season, and 
all walks and picnic areas should be paved 
or seeded to withstand high water for limited 
period So 

EXISTING FACILITIES AND STRUCTURES 

The site has numerous structures and 
facilities located within its boundaries. 
Some of these could and should remain. They 
are as follows: 

1) The bridge across the creek connect- 
ing Main Street with what is now School Street. 

2) The elementary school at the inter- 
section of East Monte Vista Avenue and 
McClellan Street. 

3) The existing facilities of Andrews 
Park. 

4) The Senior Citizens' Building at 
the north end of Bernard Street. 

5) The City Fire House. 



6) The Chamber of Commerce Building 

at East Monte Vista Avenue and Dobbins Street. 

7) The Art League on East Monte 
Vista Avenue . 

All of these structures and facilities are in 
good condition and can be adapted to the 
long-range development of the park. The 
old bridge into the park from Main Street 
should be preserved as a pedestrian access 
because of its strong and known relationship 
to the downtown area. Its historic qualities, 
near the old City Hall, give it added signi- 
ficance in recalling the City's past. 



Those structures recommended for 
ultimate removal because of inappropriate 
location or obsolete construction are: 

1) The old quonset buildings housing 
the Boys Club and the Vacaville Youth Center. 

2) The World War II housing structures 
now occupied by the 4-H Club and the Girl 
Scouts. 

3) All of the former public housing 
structures (with the exception of the Senior 
Citizens' Building). 

4) The Corporation Yard and temporary 
offices of the Vacaville Unified School 
District. 

5) College Street and School Street. 

Meeting rooms or athletic facilities 
for the Boys Club, the Vacaville Youth 
Center, the 4-H Club, and the Girl Scouts 
should be provided in the proposed recreation 
building in Ulatis Creek Park or in a commun- 
ity building located elsewhere in the City. 
Removal of the School District headquarters 
to a new site would make available an 
area for a new recreation building, swimming 
pool and parking area. School Street should 
be closed for two reasons: the traffic 
on it divides Ulatis Creek from the park to 
the north; and it now duplicates and parallels 
East Main Street, which in this new plan 
should be developed to service the commer- 
cial zone on its south side. 

PROPERTY TO BE ACQUIRED 

The land north of East Main Street 
owned by the Southern Pacific Railroad is 
currently being negotiated for long-term 
lease. To complete the park site along 
East Monte Vista Avenue and College Street, 
the three parcels of land now owned and 
occupied for residential purposes should be 
purchased by the City^ 



STAGES OF PARK DEVELOPMENT 

Stage One 

First steps in development include 
clearing of underbrush, removal of undesir- 
able trees, grading of banks to accommodate 
walks and picnic areas, installation of weirs 
to increase water areas during dry season, 
building of one bridge due north of Bernard 
Street, the grading, construction of fountain, 
installation of irrigation system and planting 
of lawns and trees in the area surrounding 
the Senior Citizens' Building, and the plant- 
ing of street trees on Bernard Street. This 
phase has been authorized for 1967-68. 

Stage Two 

To complete work begun in Stage One, 
lawns, planting, irrigation, surfacing of 
walks, installation of picnic tables and 
park benches should be completed in the 
area between the Fire House and the Cham- 
ber of Commerce Building and along the 
creek. The development of the area along 
the north side of East Main Street should 
also be accomplished in this Stage. 

Stage Three 

The work in this Stage should include 
the acquisition of the three parcels of pri- 
vately owned and occupied land, the removal 
of School and College Streets, and the grading, 
planting of lawns and trees, and installation 
of walks in the former location of the streets. 
Two additional pedestrian bridges should be 
erected. Federal matching funds should be 
sought for land acquisition^ 

Stage Four 

The final phase of development in- 
cludes the construction of a recreation 
building, a swimming pool, tennis courts, 
parking area and planting o With the con- 
struction of the recreation building, the 
temporary structures housing the 4-H Club/ 
the Girl Scouts, the Boys Club and the 
Vacaville Youth Center should be removed. 

COSTS 

An estimate of costs for the foregoing 
work has been prepared under separate 
covero Because of fluctuating costs for 
work projected over a four-year period, it 
would be unrealistic and perhaps mislead- 
ing to include estimates here. 



Theodore Osmund son 
July, 1967 
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EXISTING BUILDINGS TO REMAIN 



CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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4 4H BUILDING (TO BE REMOVED) 
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STAGE 1 4.03 Ac. 



GRADING. PLANTING. IRRIGATION, BRIDGES. PATHS, 
WEIRS, fc SENIOR CITIZENS AREA 



STAGE 2 3.96 Ac. 



STAGE 3 9.38 Ac. 



GRADING, PLANTING. IRRIGATION, BRIDGE, PATHS. 
to WEIR 



LAND ACQUISITION, GRADING. PLANTING, IRRIGATION. 
DEMOLITION. TENNIS COURTS. & PATHS 



STAGE 4 4.64 Ac. 



DEMOLITION. RECREATION CENTER (buildings, pools, 
planting, irrigation, & parking) 



22. Ol Acres 
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